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Had action been delayed, a situation most prejudicial to the
interests of Britain would have been created in Burma, and
one with which it might have been difficult to deal. As it was,
the decree of the French Senate on 24th November, 1885, author-
izing the ratification of the Franco-Burmese Convention (which
might possibly have caused complications) was promulgated too
late to save King Thibaw from downfall. It was not until the
extreme limit of forbearance had been reached that the declara-
tion of war took place, and under the circumstances there was
no other course left open. Nor, in view of the attitude of France,
was anything short of annexation possible, for the Nyaungyan
Prince, the only member of the royal house fit to be raised to
the status of ruler of a protected State, was now dead.